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Access to materials: 
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Career & College:  
Ready, Set, Go! 

  NC State Board of Education Mission:   

 “Every public school student will graduate 
from high school, globally competitive for 
work and postsecondary education and 
prepared for life in the 21st Century.” 
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North Carolina’s Action Plan 
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Rationale for Implementation 
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NC Standard Course of Study 
Common Core State 
Standards 
•  English Language Arts 
•  Mathematics 

NC Essential 
Standards 
• Science 
• Social Studies 
• World Languages 
• Arts Education 
• Healthful Living 
• Career & Tech Ed 
• Exceptional Children 
• English as Second Language 
• English Language 
Development (approved 2008) 
• Information & Technology 
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*English	
  Language	
  Development	
  and	
  InformaFon	
  &	
  Technology	
  EssenFal	
  Standards	
  must	
  be	
  delivered	
  by	
  classroom	
  teachers	
  through	
  ALL	
  
content	
  areas,	
  in	
  appropriate	
  grade	
  levels–	
  in	
  collaboraFon	
  with	
  AIG,	
  EC,	
  ESL,	
  media	
  coordinators	
  and	
  tech	
  facilitators.	
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Begin Looking Today… 

Water Skiing 
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Common Core Big Picture 

•  Aligned with college and work 
expectations 

•  Focused and coherent 
•  Includes rigorous content 

and application of 
knowledge through higher-
order skills 

•  Internationally benchmarked 
– prepares students for global 
economy & society 

•  Based on evidence and 
research 
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Rationale for Implementation 

•  Equity/Student Mobility 
Expectations the same 
regardless of where students 
live or where they go 

•  College/Career Readiness 
Students need to be more 
than proficient 

•  Comparability                
State results will be 
comparable through common 
assessments 
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Rationale for Implementation 
•  Shared Resources  

Ability to share and team 
across district and state 
lines 

•  Economies of Scale 
Possible savings due to 
sharing of resources and 
assessments 
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Common Core overview with 
Doug Reeves 
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Video	
  available	
  on	
  the	
  Leadership	
  and	
  Learning	
  Center	
  
h%p://www.leadandlearn.com/mulFmedia-­‐resource-­‐center/video-­‐library	
  



New Standards: A Game-Changer 

•  Increased cognitive demand 
•  New assessments 
•  Emphasis on informational 

text 
•  Writing beyond narratives 
•  Increased text complexity 
•  Messy, real-world math 

problem solving 
•  21st century skills 

Clip	
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Critical Competencies Addressed  
•  Financially literate 
•  Globally aware 
•  Environmentally literate 
•  Critical consumers of media 
•  Precise communicators 

21st Century 
Competence 

•  Novel, real-world problem solvers 
•  Ability to analyze and synthesize 

information in order to create 
meaning 

•  Ability to understand the 
interconnectedness of systems 
and content 

Problem-
Solving 

Competence 
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Intentional Design Limitations 
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The Standards do NOT define: 

•  How teachers should teach. 
•  All that can or should be taught. 
•  The nature of advanced work beyond the core. 
•  The interventions needed for students well below 

grade level. 
•  The full range of support for English Language 

Learners and students with special needs. 
•  Everything needed to be college and career ready. 
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English Language Arts 
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Design 
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There	
  are	
  four	
  strands:	
  

•  Reading	
  	
  
	
   	
  +	
  Reading	
  FoundaFonal	
  Skills	
  K-­‐5	
  

•  WriFng	
  
•  Speaking	
  and	
  Listening	
  
•  Language	
  

The	
  ELA	
  Common	
  Core	
  supports	
  an	
  integrated	
  
model	
  of	
  literacy.	
  

There	
  are	
  media	
  requirements	
  blended	
  
throughout.	
  



Writing 
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Standards 1-3 address text types  
and purposes: 

•  Writing arguments 
•  Writing informative/explanatory texts 
•  Writing narratives 



Appendix 
A 

Reading 
Reading 

Foundational 
Skills 

Writing 
Speaking and 

Listening 
Language 

Bibliography and 
Glossary of Key 

Terms 

Appendix 
B 

Text Complexity 
Sample 

Performance 
Tasks 

Table of 
Contents 

Appendix 
C 

Samples of 
Student Writing 
with Annotations 

Table of 
Contents 

20	
  



Three Key Reading Questions 

What does it 
say?  

•  Literal level 
•  Addresses 

comprehension 
•  Foundational to 

answering the 
second question 

What does it 
mean? 

•  Interpretation level 
•  Addresses 

Themes 
•  More than just 

appreciating a 
good story 

What does it 
matter? 

•  Reflection 
•  Addresses 

Connections 
•  The heart of why 

they read the text 
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Math 
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Reading the Standards 



Standards for Mathematical 
Practice 

1.  Make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 

2.  Reason abstractly and 
quantitatively. 

3.  Construct viable arguments and 
critique the reasoning of 
others. 

4.  Model with mathematics. 
5.  Use appropriate tools 

strategically. 
6.  Attend to precision. 
7.  Look for and make use of 

structure. 
8.  Look for and express regularity 

in repeated reasoning. 
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Structural 
Differences 
•  K-8: 

–  Designed by year. 
–  Domains (overarching 

concepts) are listed under 
the grade. 

•  High School:   
–  Designed by Domain 
–  Courses pull from each of 

the high school domains 
•  See Note on Courses and 

Transitions 
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Ask yourself 

“What task can I give that will 
build student 

understanding?” 
rather than 

“How can I explain clearly so 
they will understand?” 

                                                   adapted from Grayson Wheatley, NCCTM, 2002 



North Carolina 
Essential Standards 
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NC Standard Course of Study 
Common Core State 
Standards 
•  English Language Arts 
•  Mathematics 

NC Essential 
Standards 
• Science 
• Social Studies 
• World Languages 
• Arts Education 
• Healthful Living 
• Career & Tech Ed 
• Exceptional Children 
• English as Second Language 
• English Language 
Development (approved 2008) 
• Information & Technology 
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*English	
  Language	
  Development	
  and	
  InformaFon	
  &	
  Technology	
  EssenFal	
  Standards	
  must	
  be	
  delivered	
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  classroom	
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  through	
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Use of Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy 

•  Provides the cognitive 
framework used for all of the 
North Carolina Essential 
Standards 

•  Provides common language for 
all curriculum areas 

•  Use of one verb 



The Work Ahead… 

Know  Understand Do 
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ACRE Website 
•  Standards 
•  Crosswalks 
•  Unpacking Documents 
•  Updates 
•  Instructional Support 

Tools 
•  RBT 
•  Extended Content 

Standards and Support 
Materials 
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h%p://www.ncpublicschools.org/acre/
standards/	
  	
  



Crosswalks 
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    Unpacking 
Documents 

MS	
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Understanding the Standards 

•  Five Sections 
–  Introduction 
–  The New Standards 
–  Instructional Toolkit 
–  Content-Specific Sections 
–  Next Steps 
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Teachers	
  Are	
  Expected	
  To: 

Work collaboratively 
to create a 
professional learning 
community in order 
to plan instruction 
appropriate for 
students 
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Assessment	
  Update	
  

Email	
  specific	
  quesAons	
  about	
  assessment	
  to:	
  
ACRE-­‐feedback@dpi.nc.gov	
  

Image	
  from	
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SMARTER Balanced 
Assessment Consortium 
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www.smarterbalanced.org	
  



Smart Phone App for CCSS 
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Some links of interest: 
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Contact Information 
Jan King 

Region 8 Consultant, NCDPI 

jan.king@dpi.nc.gov 
(828) 606-0177 
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